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	Restrictive measures in view of Russia's actions destabilising the situation in Ukraine

	TEXT:


	The indiscriminate shelling of the residential areas, especially in Mariupol and the recent escalation of fighting in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine had serious humanitarian impact in eastern Ukraine. 

Continuous heavy shelling, reports about convoys moving in the separatists held areas with substantial amounts of heavy weapons, tanks and troops without insignia from across the Russian border is a clear sign - Russia is not ready to implement the Minsk protocol of September 2014 or to secure the border with OSCE monitoring.

The conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council (29/01/2015) note the "evidence of continued and growing support given to the separatist by Russia, which underlines Russia's responsibility".

There is a need to examine further economic sanctions on Russia, including oil embargo. As the world energy market is facing overproduction and rapid fall of oil prices, the EU can become less dependent on Russian energy resources and focus on more reliable energy providers, energy efficiency, green energy, and take rapid actions towards creating a Single Energy Market. 

Does the Council consider the possibility to introduce oil embargo as a measure to stop Russia financing the separatists in eastern Ukraine and to put an end to human losses in this conflict? 
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