[image: image1.jpg]




	[image: image2.jpg]PARLAMENTO EUROPEO EVROPSKY PARLAMENT EUROPA-PARLAMENTET
EUROPAISCHES PARLAMENT EUROOPA PARLAMENT EYPQMAIKO KOINOBOYAIO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PARLEMENT EUROPEEN PARLAMENTO EUROPEO EIROPAS PARLAMENTS
EUROPOS PARLAMENTAS EUROPAI PARLAMENT  IL-PARLAMENT EWROPEW EUROPEES PARLEMENT
|

PARLAMENT EUROPEJSKI ~ PARLAMENTO EUROPEU ~ EUROPSKY PARLAMENT
EVROPSKI PARLAMENT ~ EUROOPAN PARLAMENTTI ~ EUROPAPARLAMENTET




	

	
	EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
	2014 – 2019


2014
0000/2014
WRITTEN DECLARATION
submitted pursuant to Rule 136 of the Rules of Procedure

on prison overcrowding in the EU
Nicola Caputo (S&D), Miriam Dalli (S&D), Aldo Patriciello (PPE), Michela Giuffrida (S&D), Nicola Danti (S&D), Isabella De Monte (S&D), Eleonora Forenza (GUE/NGL), Barbara Spinelli (GUE/NGL), Caterina Chinnici (S&D), Cecile Kyenge (S&D), Paolo De Castro (S&D), Massimo Paolucci (S&D), Karima Delli (Greens/ALE)



Lapse date: 2015

PE000.000v00-00
EN

EN

0000/2014
Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, on prison overcrowding in the EU

1. A recent report by the Council of Europe's Committee on Legal Affairs identifies overcrowding as the principal problem in European prisons. It points out that, in Italy, 153 inmates are crowded into prisons designed to hold 100 under acceptable conditions, while in Cyprus, Greece and France, the numbers are 151,123 and 108 respectively.
2. Most Member States are failing to comply with minimum European standards, as evidenced by the European Prison Rules drawn up by the Council of Europe.
3. Immediate action is necessary to prevent death and harm caused by severe prison overcrowding. The consequences of inaction include increased risk for transmission of infectious illness and a high suicide. Inaction also prevents prisons from providing adequate mental and medical health care to prisoners. 
4. The Commission is hence called upon to examine all resources available to provide support to Member States to improve conditions of prisons, including through appropriate interventions for prison construction and development of alternative measures to prison detention, given the particular importance the EU attaches to respect for fundamental rights.
5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council and the Commission.
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� In accordance with Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, when the declaration is signed by a majority of Parliament's component Members, it shall be published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.
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